GILWELL REUNION 2006 – UNDER THE BIG TOP
This year was a celebration – of 80 years of training at Gilwell Park Victoria, of the start of the countdown to the centenary in 2007. The theme was Circus, and as always the members of Reunion got into the mood early. We were very pleased to welcome 5 first time attendees, including one from the A.C.T. Although the weather was humid and wet at times, it didn’t dampen the spirits. We relaxed and socialised more, getting to know each other better and catch up on news, both happy and sad.  
Pizza on the Porch, Campfire, supper and photos from last years event were followed by the (nearly) midnight movie. Saturday we relived the fun of Tin Pan Alley with popcorn, hoopla, climbing monkeys, skittles and lots of water and wet sponges to throw. Our Good Turn for the park was to tidy up the Patrol huts and repair the flyscreens. 
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The sleeping huts have been given a facelift with new curtains, and the Training Ground is looking spectacular with new grass. After dancing the night away under the big top on Saturday, we rose gently for a relaxed breakfast. “The Great Pie Fight II” saw us divided as a group with half of us getting down and foamy, and the other half barracking and giving advice. No-one was immune from the foam and frolic. The only person to really escape the melee unscathed was the PR person and photographer who beat a strategic withdrawal when she heard, “well if you take the camera….” Showers and then Scouts Own, a beautiful reflective and quiet interlude in the chapel.
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Lunch is a formal (uniform) 3 course affair with excellent food, and great company. Patrol and group photos were followed by the Annual Meeting amid the decorations of Hoadley Hall. I quote below from the reports of both the Chair and the Troop Leader, but I would also like to congratulate (L to R) David Elliott, Margot Peterson, Kath Johnson, Noelene Birnie, Janet Perryman & Bob Goff on receiving their Honorary Life Memberships of Gilwell Reunion. All of these people and many others have put in hundreds of hours to help make our Reunions so successful. 


From the Chair of Gilwell Reunion – Rosemary Barnes
Gilwell Park is like an Oasis, both physically and spiritually. The time of the Reunion is a real time of ‘refreshment’ before the tasks of the new Scouting year intrude and I know that many feel as I do that time spent in the Park is time very well spent. Physically it is such a lovely area and we are all so fortunate to have this area to enjoy.

I hope that future Reunions will continue to provide Gilwellians with a fun, time-out weekend, even if it is to smaller rather than larger groups – after all, if we had hundreds attending, where would we all sleep??!!

Troop Leaders Report – Maurie “Mozz” Richardson

This year I have had the pleasure of working on two training courses at Gilwell and enjoyed the enthusiasm of yet another group of young, new leaders. I couldn’t help thinking that these are some of the new leaders that I would like to see at Gilwell Reunion over the next couple of years.  Our diminishing numbers are of great concern.  Word of Mouth is still our strongest method of publicising the Gilwell Reunion. Most people come first time because someone asked them to come.  
The first Gilwell Reunion event for next year will be a Dinner at the Jamboree. This is a wonderful night, as Leaders from all States and Territories as well as any International Gilwellians will attend. Not going to the Jamboree? Then we will hope to see you at the next best thing – Reunion at Gilwell Park, Gembrook. Next year’s event date is already set, and we hope to see you on Thursday 25th January to Sunday 28th January. 
Check out our new web site for more photos, committee and contact information, and the application form.
Denise Ellis 
Public Relations

Gilwell Reunion
www.vicscouts.asn.au/gilwellreunion 
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It’s what we do best…..
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Resistance if futile, if your Patrol is on Duty, you will do dishes.
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Simple pleasures
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